
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

COP27 Virtual Ocean Pavilion 

SUMMARY REPORT 

Prepared by the Global Ocean Forum 

 



1 
 

COP27 Virtual Ocean Pavilion 
SUMMARY REPORT  

 
 
Introduction and Overview of the Pavilion 
 
The COP27 Virtual Ocean Pavilion was held from August 30 until November 18, 2022. The 
Pavilion opened during Africa Climate Week (August 29-September 2, 2022) and covered the 

duration of the 27th session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP27, 6-18 November 2022). The overall 
coordination, work in the development of the pavilion, and organization of live events was 

carried out by the Global Ocean Forum in close partnership with the Plymouth Marine 

Laboratory, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO, One Ocean Hub, and the Ocean & 

Climate Platform, together with 28 collaborating partners. The Pavilion drew 4,187 
registrations, representing 115 countries, of which 1,313 (31%) logged in to visit the Pavilion 
and participate in its various features within the duration of the Pavilion and through post-
event hosting that allowed on-demand use up to December 18, 2022. The contents of the 
Pavilion will be made accessible from the Roadmap to Oceans and Climate Action (ROCA) 
Initiative website in early 2023. 
 
This online platform was dedicated to raising the visibility of the ocean and showcasing why the 
ocean matters in climate negotiations and to all life on our planet. It aimed to increase 
knowledge, commitment, and action for the ocean-climate nexus during and at key events in 
the run up to the UN Climate Conference (COP27) in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt this November. 
 
The virtual pavilion environment was designed to mimic a physical event hall with a visually 
stunning exterior; a lobby featuring dynamic ocean graphics where participants could navigate 
the platform and access features including the Ocean Events Tracker, photobooth, treasure 
trove, and info booth, where they could find answers to any questions about navigating the 
platform and accessing its features; an exhibit hall housing 30 exhibition booths; and an 
auditorium where visitors could attend webinars in person or view webinar recordings on 
demand. 

 

 
                                    Exterior        Lobby 

https://roca-initiative.com/
https://roca-initiative.com/
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Exhibition Hall 

 

 
 

                                    Info Desk                                                                    Auditorium  

 
The Pavilion aimed to: 

 

• Continue to raise the profile of the ocean among members of the ocean and climate 
community as the Virtual Ocean Pavilion did in COP26; 

• Provide a communication platform for those who are unable to participate in COP27, and 
other key ocean and climate conferences, in person from various parts of the world; 

• Address COP27 priorities while promoting the space for ocean in the climate conference; 
and 

• Promote cross-sectoral cooperation and collaboration on ocean-climate action at the 
national, regional, and global levels.  

 
The Pavilion offered the following features: 

• Panel sessions linking the ocean with the themes of the Marrakech Partnership for Global 

Climate Action (MPGCA) and the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice 

(SBSTA) Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue themes to provide input to these discussions 

(5 live days and 17 live sessions with Wordly translation into multiple languages); 

• Thirty (30) exhibits including booths on major ocean-related events in 2022 showcasing 

national and international initiatives on ocean and climate; 

• Multiple opportunities for networking and developing synergies among attendees; 

• Educational and fun features on the platform and in the booths; 

• A gateway to ocean and climate stories from around the world; 
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• Links to other ocean events at and around the COP. 

Visitors were able to explore a virtual exhibition with the option to access background 

information as well as suggestions for actions they could take towards a more sustainable blue 

future. Throughout its duration and across its component activities, the VOP carried key 

messages emanating from the SBSTA Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue held on 15 June 

2022, reinforcing the link between the ocean and climate agenda (see below, e.g., the 

infographic prepared by One Ocean Hub especially for this purpose). 

 

Virtual Ocean Pavilion Program of Live Events 
 
Seventeen live events were organized and conducted in the lead up to and during COP27 as 
part of the Pavilion’s program of live events: 2 were held on August 30 during Africa Climate 
Week; 4 were held on November 9 on Finance and Public Education; 3 were held on November 
10 on Science, Youth and Future Generations, and Resilience; 4 were held on November 14 on 
Aquatic Food; and 4 were held on November 16 on Biodiversity, Oceans and Coastal Zones – 
Mitigation and Adaptation. The live events featured eminent high-level speakers from national 
and regional organizations, UN representatives, ocean and climate experts and practitioners, 
and youth leaders from around the world.   
 
Live Day on Aquatic Food 
 
On November 14, the Virtual Ocean Pavilion hosted a live day on Aquatic Food, organized by 
the FAO, One Ocean Hub, and European Bureau for Conservation and Development (EBCD) in 
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collaboration with other partners. It was the first time that a day was dedicated to aquatic food 
during a climate conference. The overall purpose of the day was to celebrate and to accelerate 
climate action coming out of aquatic food systems. The day featured messaging on how aquatic 
food systems are at the core of climate solutions and that blue transformation and climate 
transition can multiply their contribution to achieving the Paris Agreement goals while 
protecting human rights, reducing poverty, and ensuring food security.  
 
 

 
 
 
The table below shows the list of Pavilion events with the topics, dates conducted, organizers, 
number of speakers and total views based on webinar post-event reports up to November 18, 
2022.  
 

Webinar Title 
Date 
Held 

Organizers 
Number 

of 
Speakers 

Total 
Views 

1. COP27 Virtual Ocean 
Pavilion Opening Event: 
Raising Action: An Ocean 
of Prospects and 
Opportunities in 2022 and 
Beyond 

Aug 30 Global Ocean Forum 
and Plymouth Marine 
Laboratory 

8 225 

2. Ocean and Climate Action: 
Adaptation and Resilience 
Practices and Tools Clinic 

Aug 30 Global Ocean Forum, 
Plymouth Marine 

5 105 
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Webinar Title 
Date 
Held 

Organizers 
Number 

of 
Speakers 

Total 
Views 

Laboratory, and One 
Ocean Hub 

3. Whose Ocean Is It 
Anyway? Why Ocean 
Heritage Matters for 
Climate Change 
Mitigation 

Nov 9 Ocean Decade 
Heritage Network, 
Cultural Heritage 
Framework 
Programme (CHFP), 
and Edinburgh Marine 
Archaeology 
(University of 
Edinburgh) 

8 123 

4. Seagrass - the new 
frontier in blue carbon 
credits? 

Nov 9 Fauna & Flora 
International in 
collaboration with 
Akdeniz Koruma 
Dernegi, Blue 
Ventures, Project 
Seagrass 

5 202 

5. Harnessing Finance for 
Addressing Climate-Ocean 
Change 

Nov 9 International Alliance 
to Combat Ocean 
Acidification, the 
Global Fund for Coral 
Reefs 

8 104 

6. Communicating Ocean 
Science for Climate Action 

Nov 9 IOC-UNESCO, Calouste 
Gulbenkian 
Foundation, 
Communications Inc 

5 38 

7. Indigenous Peoples, 
Traditional Knowledge, 
and Ocean-Climate Action 

Nov 10 One Ocean Hub 9 81 

8. Spotlight on Coastal Areas 
in Small Island Developing 
States: From Vulnerability 
to Resilience 

Nov 10 FAO 11 127 

9. Youth Meaningful 
Engagement in Ocean-
Climate Negotiations and 
Expectations for COP27 

Nov 10 Youth and 
Environment Europe 
and Youth4Ocean 
Forum 

8 45 
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Webinar Title 
Date 
Held 

Organizers 
Number 

of 
Speakers 

Total 
Views 

10. A Blue Transformation to 
Achieve Paris Agreement 
Goals 

Nov 14 FAO, United Nations 
Conference on Trade 
and Development 
(UNCTAD), and 
African Union Inter-
African Bureau for 
Animal Resources 
(AU-IBAR) 

9 87 

11. Fostering cooperation 
among relevant UN 
bodies to advance small-
scale fishers’ human rights 
in the face of climate 
change 

Nov 14 One Ocean Hub 9 50 

12. Addressing the Nexus of 
Climate Change, Poverty, 
Fisheries Livelihoods and 
Well-Being – Integrated 
approaches in the context 
of Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS) 

Nov 14 FAO 7 73 

13. Towards Net-Zero in the 
Aquatic Food Sector: 
Decarbonization Pathways 
for Climate-Neutral Diets 

Nov 14 FAO and the European 
Bureau for 
Conservation and 
Development (EBCD) 

9 76 

14. Ecoship: A Transition 
Model for the 
Decarbonization of the 
Maritime Sector 

Nov 16 Peace Boat with DNV 
and International 
Windship Association 

5 42 

15. Climate Change and 
Ecosystem Services in 
Areas Beyond National 
Jurisdiction 

Nov 16 One Ocean Hub 6 83 

16. The Role of Nature-
Positive Engineering in a 
Sustainable Ocean 
Economy 

Nov 16 Lloyd’s Register 
Foundation 

7 59 

17. COP27 Virtual Ocean 
Pavilion High-Level Closing 

Nov 16 Global Ocean Forum 
and Plymouth Marine 
Laboratory 

7 37 
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Webinar Title 
Date 
Held 

Organizers 
Number 

of 
Speakers 

Total 
Views 

Event: Raising Unity in 
Ocean-Climate Action 

 
 
Exhibition Booths 
 
The Pavilion hosted 30 exhibition booths, which collaborating partners and sponsors used to 
share their activities and resources on ocean and climate action, highlighting collaborative 
initiatives at all levels and across sectors. The booths provided access to information that 
attendees were able to 'take away' in their virtual delegate bags. Please see below for the list of 
booths, the number of booth visits, documents clicked, videos viewed, and tabs clicked based 
on booth post-event reports. 
 

Booth Name 
Total 
Booth 
Visits 

Unique 
Booth 
Visits 

Documents 
Clicked 

Videos 
Viewed 

Tabs 
Clicked 

1. 2022 UN Ocean 
Conference 

111  73 51 30 14 

2. Acadia University  116  54 21 46 63 

3. Centre for International 
Law (NUS) 

47 33 60 26 22 

4. Coastal Zone Canada 
Association 

100  59 13 36 15 

5. Coral Research & 
Development Accelerator 
Platform (CORDAP) 

38 29 3 8 11 

6. Fauna & Flora 
International 

41 28 40 22 6 

7. Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) 

28 25 15 107 38 

8. Global Fund for Coral 
Reefs 

74 40 11 21 25 

9. Global Ocean 
Acidification Observing 
Network (GOA-ON) 

99  55 108 41 18 

10. Global Ocean Forum 274  158  68  0  23 

11. Guiuan Development 
Foundation Inc (GDFI) 

36 25 14 36 15 

12. IAEA Ocean 
Acidification 

67 37 13 10 15 
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Booth Name 
Total 
Booth 
Visits 

Unique 
Booth 
Visits 

Documents 
Clicked 

Videos 
Viewed 

Tabs 
Clicked 

International 
Coordination Centre (OA-
ICC) 

13. iAtlantic Project 20 19 4 23 0 

14. International Alliance 
to Combat Ocean 
Acidification 

22 15 56 6 11 

15. International Coral 
Reef Initiative (ICRI) 

75  43 46 23 44 

16. International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) 

   58     36 4 47 7 

17. International 
Partnership on MPAs, 
Biodiversity and Climate 
Change 

59 41 24 10 48 

18. IOC-UNESCO 243  134 177 89 65 

19. Lloyd's Register 
Foundation 

86  42 9 15 27 

20. Mission Atlantic 20 4 2 1 0 

21. Ocean & Climate 
Platform 

96  69 130 41 34 

22. OCEAN Exhibition 54 32 65 55 16 

23. Ocean Hub Africa 41 32 12 0 5 

24. Ocean Pathway  94  50 21 0 25 

25. Ocean Policy Research 
Institute, Sasakawa 
Peace Foundation 

92  44 16 0 53 

26. One Ocean Hub 267 158 161 170 39 

27. Peace Boat 39 26 6 12 7 

28. Partnerships in 
Environmental 
Management for the 
Seas of East Asia 
(PEMSEA) 

114 63 51 66 33 

29. Plymouth Marine 
Laboratory 

163  105 87 59 18 

30. Urban Coast Institute – 
Monmouth University 

78  40 15 41 7 
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Other Virtual Ocean Pavilion Features 
 
The Pavilion became the gateway to COP27 ocean-related events through the Ocean Events 
Tracker organized by the Global Ocean Forum and the Plymouth Marine Laboratory in 
collaboration with Comms Inc. Attendees were invited to register their events through a tracker 
form. The entries became part of a calendar of COP27 ocean events accessible through the 
Virtual Ocean Pavilion and based on information gathered through the tracker, by Comms Inc, 
and by various other organizations that conducted their respective programs of ocean-related 
events during the COP. There were over 200 unique ocean-related events included in the 
COP27 compilation. The tracker received a total of 617 clicks from 366 unique users. 
 
In addition, a scavenger hunt (in which 172 visitors participated) and the photo booth (visited 
241 times by 161 users) were a draw along with the Treasure Trove (which received 259 clicks 
from 154 users), which highlighted a collection of presentations, ocean videos, art and photos, 
ocean and climate stories, reports, and other publications from around the world. Other finds 
from the Program, Videos, and Resources tabs of the Virtual Ocean Pavilion navigation bar, 
provided relevant information using a broad range of format to enhance attendees’ experience 
in their visit to the Pavilion. 
 
COP27 Virtual Ocean Pavilion Feedback 
 
A short survey (3-5 min) was conducted to obtain feedback from VOP attendees which will feed 
into any future virtual ocean pavilion initiatives. Insights gleaned from the survey results 
include, among others: 
 

• There is an overwhelming positive confirmation from the respondents that they would 
like to have a Virtual Ocean Pavilion at future COPs and that they would like to 
participate/contribute to it. 

• The program of live events, the COP27 ocean events overview, the auditorium, the 
welcome lobby, and the exhibition booths are the top five among the favorite features 
of the Pavilion; the delegate bag is a close sixth. Based on this information and on other 
insights summed up from the survey data, it is important to ensure that these features 
are well-designed in subsequent iteration of the VOP. 

• There are design and booth owner and event organizer issues that need to be resolved 
together with the co-organizers and platform service provider. 

 
See Annex 1 for more information about the survey. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Overall, the Virtual Ocean Pavilion at COP27 was successful in achieving its goals of amplifying 
the visibility of the ocean-climate nexus and further democratizing the COP, bringing it to a 

wider audience than would be able to physically attend the conference in person. The VOP was  

useful in compiling the ocean-related activities at the COP, providing a roster of over 200 
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ocean-related events and helping to promote the ocean agenda. The Virtual Ocean Pavilion will 
return in 2023 for the UNFCCC COP28 to continue the ongoing work of increasing recognition 

of the vital importance of the ocean to global efforts in mitigating and adapting to the impacts 
of climate change, and to advance the goal of connecting the people in our incredible blue 
planet.  
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Annex 1. COP27 Virtual Ocean Pavilion Feedback 
 
SUMMARY 
 
As this was the second Virtual Ocean Pavilion at the UN Climate Change Conference (UNFCCC 
COP), a short survey (3-5 min) was conducted by the Plymouth Marine Laboratory and the 
Global Ocean Forum to obtain feedback which will feed into any future virtual ocean pavilion 
initiatives. The invitation to participate in the survey, which used a Google form, was sent to all 
4,187 of the Pavilion registrants, of which 1,313 logged in to visit the Pavilion as of December 
18, 2022. The survey was open for 28 days (November 24-December 21, 2022). Forty-five (45) 
responses were received.  
 

Survey Results 
 
The following is a summary of the responses to the seven survey questions from 45 
respondents. Although the response rate is quite small (3.6%), we take the survey results as 
important feedback that provides precise and useful information that could help in 
understanding any problems experienced by Pavilion guests and participants and in making 
improvements in future iterations of the Pavilion.  
 
 
1. How did you find out about the COP27 Virtual Ocean Pavilion? 45 responses 
 

 
 

Email: 26 (57.8%) 
Newsletter: 3 (6.7%)  
Social Media: 2 (4.4%) 
Colleague: 9 (20%) 
Biodiversity group: 1 (2.2%) 
Prior engagement: 1 (2.2%) 
WHOI: 1 (2.2%)  
I'm with the groups of COP27: 1 (2.2%) 
Invitation: 1 (2.2%) 
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2. What were your main interests when registering for this COP27 Virtual Ocean Pavilion? 44 
responses 

 
 
3. How satisfied were you with the COP27 Virtual Ocean Pavilion? 

 
 

Ease of Navigating  Live events and speakers 

Very unsatisfied 1  Very unsatisfied 1 

Unsatisfied 0  Unsatisfied 1 
Neutral 6  Neutral 6 

Satisfied 16  Satisfied 13 

Very satisfied 22  Very satisfied 23 

Total answers received 42  Total answers received 44 

    

Exhibitor booths  Networking 

Very unsatisfied 1  Very unsatisfied 0 

Unsatisfied 0  Unsatisfied 1 
Neutral 4  Neutral 11 

Satisfied 21  Satisfied 15 

Very satisfied 18  Very satisfied 16 
Total answers received 44  Total answers received 43 
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4. What were your favorite features in the Virtual Ocean Pavilion? 44 responses 
 
 

 
 
 
5. Would you like a Virtual Ocean Pavilion at future COPs? Would you like to participate/contribute 

to future Virtual Ocean Pavilions? 
 

 
 
a. A Virtual Ocean Pavilion at future 

COPs? 
 b. To participate/contribute to 

future Virtual Ocean Pavilions? 

Yes  40  Yes  41 

No  2  No  2 
Total answers received 42  Total answers received 43 
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6. What are some aspects we can improve upon for future Virtual Ocean Pavilions? 25 responses in 
verbatim 

 

• Okay  

• The navigation has a lot of entries. Maybe try to reduce 

• YES, VERY WELL 

• All booths should be operational when the Pavilion opens - confusing to find empty booths at the 
start. 

• for the traduction, I would like if it is possible to mute the original speaker when the traductor speak 
otherwise we close the traduction sound and it's difficult to read the traduction and follow the 
presentations. 

• Virtual entry and click on the main screen to start sessions a bit unclear. 

• more space in the auditorium 

• Navigation from the overview of the events directly to the individual events. 

• Smartcables.org ITU, WMO, IOC-UNESCO JOINT TASKS FORCE smart submarine cables fiber optics 
sensor DAS distributed acoustic sensor submarine earthquake Tsunami monitoring  

• Add some fisheries issues  

• Better information on how to register as a Booth Owner - It was difficult for us to reach you before 
having a direct contact. 

• No comments at this time 

• YES 

• Meeting duration 

• Currently satisfied  

• I have some ideas for a better future: sticking to all aspects of technology 

• Programme link to schedule elements in outlook/diaries; unless I missed this? 

• Direct event registration & access links: Many people found it difficult and troublesome to access 
the event via the platform. It would facilitate more attendance by providing direct event registration 
link and giving attendees the option to attend the event via direct zoom webinar link. Audience is 
more familiar with this modality, and zoom registration would make it possible to automate 
notifications one day before the event and one hour before the event, which could be critical to 
increasing attendance. 

• Event description webpage: We were asked a lot by event partners and speakers if it was possible to 
have a direct link to the event description webpage (the one with speaker headshots, brief event 
description, and agenda) that they can promote and share with networks. There was also some 
delay with updating the event description webpage. It might be good to rethink workflow, e.g. 
allowing event lead to have direct access to update the respective event description webpage. 

• VOP landing webpage: To encourage registration to the events and VOP, a brief schedule of the 
events taking place in the VOP could be placed in the main webpage of the VOP. The schedule could 
include a registration link to the pavilion/event, a more detailed agenda, and the recordings after 
the event. 

• Coral restoration 

• Everything was very professional. 

• Recent content 

• economy blue in SDGs  

• Don't use Vimeo, as it is banned here in Indonesia by the Censor and can't be accessed. 

• Hybrid system should be a priority  

• Pêche artisanale, aquaculture et changement climatique 
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7. Do you have any other suggestions or feedback you would like to share? 26 responses in verbatim 
 

• Of course  

• non 

• great experience altogether, well done, I was really interested in the info on ocean acidification 

• NO COMMENT  

• Best networking opportunities Kakha NADIRADZE 

• No, thanks 

• I was informed by email from FAO in 14th of November, I hope be informed earlier before the  start 
of the event 

• It could be good to make the session recordings available online without login 

• Thanks for the confidence 

• No 

• Ocean day observation  

• I would like to receive documents 

• No comments at this time 

• Focus on climate issues, not personalities. 

• VERY VERY GOOD MEETING OF THE NEW GOURVERNANCE OCEAN OF THE UN DECADE 2021-2030 
AND AFTER 2030-2050 OF THE DECARBONIZATION AND OF THE WORDL DURABILITY  

• None 

• Not at present  

• I’m proud of you,keep moving to the best world  

• Great effort!  

• NONE 

• Panellist link: Many panellists had a difficulty finding the panellist link sent by the system. It would 
be better to send all the panellist links to the event lead directly; then the event lead can send the 
respective panellist links together with an event calendar invite to the panellists and moderator. 

• YouTube livestreaming option: This would be great because the event recording can then stay on 
YouTube to reach wider audiences.  

• Event visual Identity: The pavilion might want to design and share the event cover slide template in 
advance with even leads. The event cover slide could then be projected on the screen while waiting 
for the audience to enter. 

• Spotlight during event: Occasionally, there seemed to be some delay in adjusting the spotlight to the 
correct speaking person in attendee view. This issue needs to be investigated, and it might be 
helpful to make it clear from the beginning who is responsible for controlling the spotlight.  

• Coral reef fund for tanzanoa 

•     
• More successes 

• Have a low bandwidth option - paying by the byte for the animations is annoying and expensive. 

• Associer davantage de professionnels de la pêche à cet événement et faciliter leur participation en 
présentiel. 
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Insights Based on Feedback and Corresponding Next Steps 
 
Here we summarize the insights gathered from the survey data and identify what action should 
be taken next based on those insights that would contribute to forming an enhanced Virtual 
Ocean Pavilion in the coming COPs. 
 
1. Email invitations and information from colleagues are important modes of disseminating 

information about the VOP. 
2. The VOP live events, the COP27 ocean events overview, information provided by exhibit 

booths, and the possibility of interacting with colleagues and experts are the main interests 
that drew attendees to register. 

3. Most respondents are either satisfied or very satisfied with the ease in navigating, live 
events and speakers, exhibits booths, and networking, which is consistent with what draws 
visitors in signing up to visit the Pavilion. 

4. The program of live events, the COP27 ocean events overview, the auditorium, the 
welcome lobby, and the exhibition booths are the top five among the favorite features of 
the Pavilion; the delegate bag is a close sixth. Based on this information and on the 
preceding insights, it is important to ensure that these features are well-designed in 
subsequent iteration of the VOP. 

5. There is an overwhelming positive confirmation from the respondents that they would like 
to have a Virtual Ocean Pavilion at future COPs and that they would like to 
participate/contribute to it. 

6. The following issues need to be addressed in future Virtual Ocean Pavilions: a) Crowded 
navigation bar; b) Not all exhibits booths are ready for viewing at the opening of the VOP; c) 
Attendees are not familiar with how the Wordly language translation app works; d) Lack of 
information about the live events program on the landing page; e) problems related to the 
use of particular social media outlets; f) need for a short cut to the program page directly 
from the lobby. 

7. There are booth owner and event organizer issues that need to be resolved together with 
the co-organizers and platform service provider, including: lack of a clear booth application 
process; need for faster reaction time from the service provider in making revisions on the 
program page; providing the option for signing up, receiving notifications, and getting a 
direct Zoom link to specific events without logging into the VOP; unclear roles and timing in 
the organization and conduct of the live events (e.g., who uploads event information on the 
program page, who sends the panelist links, who does the spotlighting, who promotes the 
event and when). 

8. It is important to strike a balance between the objective of making the Pavilion more 
attractive, which requires some animation and the objective of making it accessible to more 
people, which requires a low bandwidth option. For example, more human figures 
representing different races were added to the exterior view to project diversity, but it 
resulted in a slower and longer passage into the lobby due to the longer loading time 
caused by application using high memory. 
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9. There are requests for themes to be addressed more by the VOP including fisheries and 
Blue Economy and for greater participation from experts and practitioners in those fields. 
The VOP co-organizers will need to consider these recommendations during the 
conceptualization of the program of live events in future VOPs but within the framework of 
COP presidency priorities. 

 


