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Factors promoting successful inter-organizational collaboration 
among RFMOs and Regional Seas Programs in various regions of 

the ABNJ in the application of area-based management tools  
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UNCLOS 
 

Article 117. - Duty of States to adopt with respect to their nationals measures 
for the conservation of the living resources of the high seas 
 
All States have the duty to take, or to cooperate with other States in taking, such 
measures for their respective nationals as may be necessary for the conservation 
of the living resources of the high seas. 
 
Article 118. - Cooperation of States in the conservation and management of 
living resources 
 
States shall cooperate with each other in the conservation and management of 
living resources in the areas of the high seas. States whose nationals exploit 
identical living resources, or different living resources in the same area, shall enter 
into negotiations with a view to taking the measures necessary for the conservation 
of the living resources concerned. They shall, as appropriate, cooperate to 
establish subregional or regional fisheries organizations to this end 
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A Joint Strategy between ACCOBAMS, FAO/GFCM, 
UNEP/MAP-RAC/SPA, IUCN and with the collaboration 
of MedPAN for the spatial conservation and sustainable 
use of the marine environment in the Mediterranean 
Sea was launched in 2015 and is now in the process of 
being finalized.  
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The above organisat ions are working on 
investigating ways for using their different expertise 
and respective mandates in the joint strategy 
 
This should culminate in a joint proposal for the 
coordinated establishment and management of 
spatial based measures in the Mediterranean Sea at 
different governance levels 
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The joint strategy is intended to: 
•  strengthen their collaboration, focusing on how to 

address the issues of common interest related to the 
adoption of spatial based management and 
conservation measures  

•  better harmonise their activities regarding, notably, 
marine spatial management 

•  benefiting from their existing structures and work, 
performed in a cooperative and inclusive manner 

•  allow that future declaration of spatial based 
management and conservation measures will 
benefit from a solid synergy, notably in the open 
seas, including deep seas 
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The elaboration of the strategy is being conducted in 
three main steps: 

•  Preparation of a background document on the 
mandates, activities and programmes of the 5 
organisations 

•  Analysis of commonalities and identification of 
suitable areas for joining efforts and strengthening 
collaboration and harmonisation 

•  Drafting of the joint strategy focusing on open seas, 
including deep seas 
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Spatial based management and conservation 
measures have many meanings.  
 
The analysis of the relevant basic and guiding 
documents of the 5 Organisations  shows that 
some of such measures are explicitly provided 
for, while other ones can only be deduced.  
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Currently in the Mediterranean, spatial management 
includes at regional and subregional levels:  

•  SPAMIs declared under UNEP/MAP context,  
•  FRAs established by GFCM (including banned area for 

towed dredges and trawl nets beyond 1000m depth) 
•  Natura 2000 sites of the European Union 
•  Emerald network under the Bern Convention,  
•  RAMSAR sites 
•  World heritage sites and the Biosphere reserves of 

UNESCO 
•  A wide network of sites declared at national level 

as specially managed or protected areas 



West Mediterranean MPAs 





Priority conservation areas in the open seas, including 
the deep seas, likely to contain sites that could be 

candidates for the SPAMI List 
 (Extraordinary Meeting of the Focal Points for SPAs. Istanbul, Turkey, 1 June 2010) 



Mediterranean EBSAs in the CBD repository system and  
priority conservation areas for potential SPAMI candidates 



CURRENT  (May 2016) GFCM FISHERIES RESTRICTED AREAS  



Key Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems:  
seamounts in the Mediterranean plus 1000m and 400m isobaths  



Some	  live	  resources	  key	  areas	  in	  West	  and	  Central	  Mediterranean	  



Some	  key	  areas	  for	  vulnerable	  species	  in	  West	  	  and	  Central	  Mediterranean	  
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Potential contributions of the 5 Organisations for spatial 
based management and conservation measures: 



Elaboration of a join strategy among  
ACCOBAMS, FAO/GFCM, UNEP/MAP-RAC/SPA,    

IUCN-MED in collaboration with MedPAN 

Several challenges arise for such ambitious levels of synergy: 

•   to define clear steps that take into account the mandate of each 
organisation 

 
•  ensure a smooth overlapping of the procedures required by the 

governance frameworks of these organisations 

•  Enhance the capacity of regional institutions to work in a synchronic 
coordinated way 

•  Same need at the level of national institutions, with dispersed and 
sometimes uncoordinated mandates regarding fisheries, biodiversity 
conservation, commercial and industrial activities in the High Seas 

•  Coordinate the annual -or other periodicity- programmes of each 
organisation to allow collaboration and avoid contradictions 



Thanks for your attention 


