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Educating the General Public on 
ABNJ Issues

• A huge challenge!
• Media are not interested
• Areas unknown and unfamiliar to the 

general public
• Far from the minds of people



11 ooo signatures in 2 years’ time! 
Very few!



Results of Public Survey in 
Nausicaa 

(93 000 participants)



Indicative  results
(on 3 questions)

• 66%: very important area for the global 
equilibrium of the planet

• 48%: must be sustainably managed to 
ensure its preservation

• 61%: seen as a political priority because
high seas will get more importance in the 
future



Bridging the gap

The High Seas are so important for our daily lives, 
that we need to bridge the gap between stakeholders, 
citizens and ABNJ specialists and decistion makers.

We foresee 3 ways of bridging the gap:

- Showing the spectacular animals and sceneries
- Sharing the adventure of exploring the high seas
- Showing the importance of the high seas for our 
daily lives, through concrete examples



Bridging the Gap – Expansion of 
Nausicaa



Bridging the Gap – Expansion of 
Nausicaa



Bridging the Gap – Expansion of 
Nausicaa

Hall



The Kingdom of Sharks High Sea Voyage

High Sea TravellersSperm Whales

Magnificent pelagic fish and mammals 
in spectacular settings



The Big Trench The Tunnel

The Underwater Cave The Abyss

Magnificent pelagic fish and mammals 
in spectacular settings



The Mighty Ocean

The Living Ocean The Shark Tunnel

The Mighty Ocean

High Sea Adventure



The Ocean Show

Heading to the Surface The Hall

The Forum

High Sea Adventure



Bridging the Gap – World Ocean 
Network

 

Participating organisations 
in 2014



Bridging the Gap – World Ocean 
Network



Bridging the Gap
Our Activities of Outreach and 

Capacity Building 
Youth forum

Competition

Photo contest

World Festival of 
Underwater 
Pictures

World Oceans Day

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since 2007 WON has organized youth forums and parliaments for the ocean. As future decision makers and users of marine resources, young people are empowered to convey their message to decision-makers,  and UN bodies, such as the Rio+20 Conference.



Bridging the gap: The High Seas 
and our daily lives

• Feed us
• Provide half of the 

oxygen in the air we 
breathe

• Are part of the 
hydrological cycle

• Regulate the 
climate

• Capture greenhouse 
gas emissions

• Provide us with 
essential biological, 
mineral and energy 
resources

• Are home to 
millions of as yet 
undiscovered 
species

• Enable trade of 
goods

• Inspire artists 
• Nourish our dreams



A new ambitious vision of 
society in a spirit of 
sustainability, well-being and 
equity

A new economic, social and 
technological approach based 
on the tremendous 
opportunities offered by the 
Ocean for new resources, 
innovative solutions and 
positive experiences

A new vision: the Blue Society

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Ocean - a new basis for a sustainable and equitable societyThe Ocean possesses immense potential for scientific breakthroughs and solutions that can help us to resolve today’s environmental, economic and social crisis, providing that we restore and preserve it.The aim of the Blue Society is to meet the society’s present and future needs in a spirit of “positive” growth, based on the responsible use of marine resources, as well as the development of innovative technologies and new products generating employment and economic resources. In the Blue Society, the Ocean is placed at the heart of the daily concerns of the citizens of the world in a way that enables everyone to benefit from it and live a better life, while at the same time preserving this precious heritage of humanity for future generations.



Let’s imagine…

Towards the Blue Society

• A boat using the energy of the waves
for propulsion

• A reactor using microalgae to extract
CO2 from the atmosphere

• New sources of renewable energy 
produced by differences  of temperature 
in seawater 

• More medicines to heal cancer, and other
diseases, extracted from marine organisms

• Seawalls made out of corals to protect coasts
from waves

• Marine bacteria discovered to recycle and
purify polluted water and waste…



Towards the Blue Society

The concept of Blue Society takes into account the entirety of 
demands related to sustainability from:
• An ecological point of view: sustainable management to

ensure ecosystems’ resilience and functioning
• An economic point of view: economic aspects and value of

biodiversity and ecosystem services
• A political point of view: effective governance of the ocean

AND also :

• A social point of view: so that ocean resources and services
are shared by all in a spirit of equity for sustainable
livelihoods

• A cultural point of view: integration and appropriation by all
citizens of the Ocean in their daily lives and culture

20



Conclusion:

Today about the importance of the 
ABNJ, we still have to implement a 
general communication strategy to 
convince policy makers, decision

makers, media and general public.
We have to convince locally, 

regionally, nationally and abroad

We have many advantages, let’s
believe in the success
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