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Good afternoon.Thank you co-chairs Gabriele and Awni – and to all of you participating today. I am Tina Farmer, the FAO Lead Technical Officer for the Common Oceans “Capacity Project”.  This presentation will be looking at some of the challenges in raising public awareness on ABNJ-related issues.I will provide you some of the ways that the Capacity Project is hoping to address these challenges and our Project Partner – Philippe Vallette, will give you a more close-up view of how his organization, Nausicaa is tackling the challenge. 



Communicating on ABNJ issues

Raising public awareness

• Educate – sharing 
information

• Engage – making 
connections

• Inspire – prompting 
change 
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… as we’ve heard during the course of the day, there are many threats facing the areas beyond national jurisdiction.Further compounding the situation is the glaring lack of public awareness regarding ABNJ issues, with the vast majority of the generalpublic having limited knowledge of ABNJ issues and little appreciation of the urgent need to address pressing threats to ABNJ.The general public largely remains in the dark about these issues. If we want to raise public awareness we must communicate effectively to reach the right people with the right messages and information.That means we need to:First of all, educate and inform the public by sharing information and knowledgewe need to engage the public by making meaningful connections and building an understanding of the issues and matters at stake, and we need to inspire the public so that they call for and champion change needed.



Building public awareness

• Public outreach

• Provide information 
and tools

• Build relationships 
with key players
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Successfully building and promoting public awareness is a long-term endeavour.It requires strong, constant and consistent public outreach and advocacy. There needs to be an understanding of what the public does – and does not – know and concerted action to bridge those knowledge gaps. Meaningful messages should be channelled through appropriate outlets – from traditional and social media to targeted campaigns and events. Messages need to resonate with different audiences.Public awareness calls for providing relevant and reliable scientific information and tools – the scientific and policy work of many of you here - in easy and understandable language. The meat to the messages if you will.It means building trusting relationships. Once the public is aware that there is indeed an issue and trust those delivering this information, then – in the successful case – the public can call for action. We can help facilitate this by linking the global leaders with the regional leaders, the stakeholders with the decision-makers.



Capacity Project & Public Awareness

Public Outreach 
Network –

journalists, 
practitioners,
scientists, academics, 
decision-makers
aquaria, etc.
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How do we propose to raise public awareness in the context of this project. You’ve already heard of some of the activities earlier in this session – the ABNJ Leaders program and the Communities of Practice, not to mention this workshop!These are all opportunities for increasing visibility, exchanging information, creating meaningful diaologue and advocating on ABNJ-related issues. More specifically, to promote public awareness, we plan to create a public outreach network bringing together media specialistis, journalists, ABNJ practitioners, leaders from museum/aquaria, etc to raise public awareness. A first meeting was held yesterday with our key partner in this activity, Nausicaa, and the Global Ocean Forum, to discuss how to train and help the public become stewards of the oceans.



Capacity Project & Public Awareness

Common Oceans 
website – knowledge 
management & 
information sharing

www.commonoceans.org
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And in terms of information, we have created a Common Oceans web site where material generated from across the whole ABNJ Program is available. This is the gateway where everything from documents to data to to videos to results of various workshops, such as this one – is published and shared. 



Capacity Project & Public Awareness
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Here’s a screenshot of the website page for the capacity project. On your right you can see information regarding this workshop.You also see a shot of our ABNJ:Learn News quarterly newsletter – which you’ve hopefully all received! This is a tool that we’ve developed to keep all our partners up to date on what is happening.



Capacity Project & Public Awareness

ABNJ Program 
Communications Team

in collaboration with 
partner communications 
specialists

- social media
- multimedia
- traditional news outlets
- networks & 

partnerships (IW:Learn, 
Public Outreach 
Network, etc.) 
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Effective communications is critical to boosting public awareness. For this we have a established an ABNJ Program Communications Team made up of experts from the main partners. Together we’ve developed a strategy, guidelines and plans for the whole Program to ensure a coherent approach to branding and public outreach building on the Common Oceans.And together we build on our own organizational and professional networks to communicate, to share and broadcast information.Through this group – and in collaboration with the Public Outreach Network and IW:Learn, for instance – we can help raise and magnify public awareness on ABNJ related issues and happenings.



Capacity Project & Linkages to other Projects

Knowledge 
Information 

Best Practices
Capacity 
Building
Outreach

Capacity 
Project

ABNJ 
Program 
Projects 
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Now you’ve heard what we are doing as part of the Capacity Project.But another key element is what we’ll be doing as part of the whole Common Oceans program. Indeed, one of the aims of this project is to amplify and build on the activities – and results - of the other projects to help make sure that the information and lessons learned reaches the high level policy and decision-makers to help inform and influence their thinking.This simplified diagram shows how the pieces work – and imagine that behind each cog is a network and partnership to further strengthen the information sharing process.  



Capacity Project & Public Awareness

Improved and 
broadened 
understanding of the 
ecosystem threats 
and services leading 
to public stewardship 
of the oceans
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Given the current context in which ABNJ related issues are being discussed, the Common Oceans Program is very well-timed. I think we would all agree that it’s a unique opportunity to bring about change, not only in the specific sectors and regions reflected in the three other projects, but also in the crosssectoral policy dialogue and multi-stakeholder coordination for ABNJ at the global and regional level. And to advocoate and spur on that change we need to ensure that the public is in the know and engaged.At the end of the day we hope to shed light and provide the general public a strong understanding and importance of issues related to ABNJ, leading to public stewardship of our oceans.Now I will pass you over to our colleague Philippe Vallette who will present specific public awareness actions he is undertaking.   
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