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The Oceans Day at Nagoya
October 23, 2010

Background

The Oceans Day at Nagoya aimed to draw high-
level policy attention to the need to address the

major drivers of ocean and coastal biodiversity loss,
take stock of progress (or lack thereof) in the achieve-
ment of global biodiversity targets, and outline the
next steps in the global oceans agenda. Oceans Day
featured presentations from high-level representa-
tives from all sectors, including governments, inter-
national agencies, NGOs, and academia, organized
into thematic panels focused around major topics in
marine and coastal biodiversity. 

Increasing scientific evidence is indicating the rapidly 
declining health of marine and coastal biodiversity.
The main drivers of marine biodiversity loss are in-
herently difficult to control and are predicted to in-
crease in the future, as 50% of the world’s population
is expected to live in coastal areas by 2015 and im-
pacts due to climate change are likely to grow. 

In recognition of this major problem, the Parties to
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
adopted the Jakarta Mandate on Marine and Coastal
Biodiversity in 1995, articulating a global consensus
on the need to address the major threats to marine
biodiversity. In 2002, the world’s governments took
bold steps in agreeing to a target to significantly re-
duce the rate of biodiversity loss by 2010 and to de-
velop representative networks of marine protected
areas (MPAs) by 2012. 

As these deadlines approach and biodiversity targets 
remain unmet at the global scale, the global commu-
nity must  now reflect on why significant progress has
not been made and craft the next steps to advance the
marine biodiversity agenda. The Tenth Meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the CBD (COP-10), in the
context of the International Year of Biodiversity, pro-
vided a critical opportunity to reach high-level deci-
sionmakers and foster support for a renewed global
commitment to conserve marine biodiversity for pres-
ent and future generations.

Vision for the Future

Oceans Day addressed the priority actions to be
taken in the next phase to achieve the long-term
health and well-being of the oceans, highlighting
the need to scale up efforts for integrated marine
and coastal area management (IMCAM) and net-
works of marine and coastal protected areas
(MCPAs), stressing the importance of multi-stake-
holder cooperation in biodiversity conservation,
and highlighting the need for a renewed political
commitment to the protection and sustainable use
of marine and coastal biodiversity.  The Nagoya
Oceans Statement outlines the major elements of
this vision and calls for ambitious and  timely efforts
to ensure that marine and coastal biodiversity and
the valuable services that it provides are sustained
and enhanced in the future.
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9:00 AM- 10:15 AM   Welcome and Opening Ceremony

Introduction by Co-Chairs:  
Marine Biodiversity  -- Essential to Life and Economy 

Dr. Biliana Cicin-Sain, Co-Chair and Head of Secretariat, 
Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands 

Mr. Hiroshi Terashima, Executive Director, Ocean Policy 
Research Foundation, Japan 

Ambassador Ronald Jumeau, Permanent Representative of 
Seychelles to the United Nations

Opening Address

Mr. Shoichi Kondo, Senior Vice-Minister of the 
Environment, Japan

Dr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary, 
Convention on Biological Diversity 

10:15 AM – 11:15 AM

Session 1:  Progress Made in Achieving Reduction of 
Biodiversity Loss and Establishing Networks of 
Marine Protected Areas  

Chair: Ms. Nicole Glineur, Program Manager and Senior 
Biodiversity Specialist, Global Environment Facility 

Session Presentations

Global Status and Trends in Marine and Coastal Biodiversity

- Jacqueline Alder, Coordinator of the Marine and Coastal
Ecosystem Branch, United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), Kenya 

Assessment of the Implementation of the Jakarta Mandate

- Jihyun Lee, Environmental Affairs Officer for Marine 
and Coastal Biodiversity and the Ecosystem Approach,
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

Panel Discussion

• Regional and National Status and Trends in 
Marine Biodiversity 

• Improving Coordination of Monitoring, Reporting, 
and Information Exchange 

• Progress in Achieving CBD Goals of Governance, 
Participation, Equity and Benefit Sharing in Relation to 
Marine Protected Areas

Panelists:

- Shuhei Nishida, Professor, Ocean Research Institute, 
University of Tokyo, Japan

- Keith Alverson, Head of Section, Ocean Observations 
and Services, Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission, UNESCO

- Chandrika Sharma, Executive Secretary, International 
Collective in Support of Fishworkers

- Louisa Wood, Head, Marine Assessment Programme,
UNEP-WCMC

- Dosoo Jang, Director, International Cooperations Center,
Korea Ocean Research and Development Institute

11:15 AM – 11:30 AM 

Coffee Break

11:30AM – 12:45 PM

Session 2:  Towards an Integrated, Ecosystem-Based 
Approach to Marine Biodiversity Conservation in 
Areas Within and Beyond National Jurisdiction 

Chair: Jihyun Lee, Environmental Affairs Officer for 
Marine and Coastal Biodiversity and the Ecosystem Approach,
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

Session Presentations

Opportunities and Barriers in Applying Integrated 
Ecosystem-Based Management Approaches for Marine 
and Coastal Biodiversity Conservation

- Jake Rice, Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), 
Vice-chair, IUCN-CEM-FEG, Canada 

Science-based Identification of Ecologically or Biologically 
Significant Marine Areas in Need of Protection Beyond 
National Jurisdiction 

- Patricio Bernal, Coordinator, Global Ocean Biodiversity 
Initiative (GOBI)

Strategies for Marine Biodiversity Protection in Small Island
States  

- Dr. Toni Ruchimat, Director of Small Islands Management,
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries, Indonesia

Panel Discussion

• Biogeographic Classification, Environmental Impact 
Assessments and Strategic Environmental Assessments, 
Marine Spatial Planning and other Area-based 
Management Tools

• Mobilizing Public Support and Community Stewardship 

• Strengthening the Role of Parliamentarians and 
Ocean Legislation 

Panelists:  

- Nobuyuki Miyazaki, Professor, Ocean Policy Research
Foundation, Japan and The University of Tokyo, Japan

- Manuel Cira, Coordinator of World Ocean Network, 
Head of Cultural Services, Nausicaá, France 

- Satoquo Seino, CBD Citizens Network, Japan 
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- Anne McDonald, UNU-IAS Operating Unit
Ishikawa/Kanazawa (OUIK), Japan

- Leah Bunce Karrer, Senior Director, Marine Management
Area Science, Conservation International

- Alex Rogers, Professor of Conservation Ecology, 
Dept. of Zoology, University of Oxford 

12:45 PM – 1:00 PM

Keynote Address

Dr. Thomas Lovejoy, Biodiversity Chair, Heinz Center for
Science, Economics, and the Environment 

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Lunch

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Session 3:  Moving Forward on Achieving Major 
International Goals for Biodiversity and 
Marine Protected Areas

Chair: Mr. Christophe Lefebvre, International Affairs of the
French Marine Protected Areas Agency, IUCN Councilor 

Special Address

Hon. Jérôme Bignon, Chairman of the French Coastal 
Conservancy and of the French Marine Protected Areas
Agency, Member of the French Parliament

Session Presentations

Facilitating Capacity Development at National and 
Local Levels for Marine Biodiversity Conservation

- Ana Paula Leite Prates, Manager, Aquatic Biodiversity 
and Fisheries Resources Division, Office for Biodiversity
and Forests, Ministry of the Environment, Brazil

Japan’s Strategy for the Conservation of Marine Biodiversity

- Tsunao Watanabe, Deputy Director-General, Nature 
Conservation, Ministry of Environment, Japan

Strengthening Cross-Sectoral Regional Ocean Governance 
for Marine Biodiversity Conservation

- Kristina Gjerde, High Seas Policy Advisor, 
IUCN Global Marine Programme 

Panel Discussion

• Strengthening Marine Biodiversity Governance and Policies
at National and Global Levels

• Protecting Biodiversity in SIDS and Safeguarding 
Coral Ecosystems

• Enhancing Long-term Globally Coordinated Scientific 
Research Initiatives 

• Establishing Networks of Marine Protected Areas 

• Establishing an Intergovernmental Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services

- David Sheppard, Director, Secretariat of the Pacific 
Regional Environment Programme

- Ron O’Dor, Senior Scientist, Census of Marine Life 

- Christophe Lefebvre, International Affairs of the French
Marine Protected Areas Agency, IUCN Councilor

- Yasunori Sakurai, Professor, Faculty of Fisheries Sciences,
Hokkaido University, Japan

- Clarissa Arida, Director, Program Development and 
Implementation, ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity

- Mahfuzuddin Ahmed, Principal Natural Resources 
Economist, Pacific Department, Asian Development Bank

- Lucien Chabason, Deputy Director, Institute for 
Sustainable Development and International 
Relations (IDDRI), France

4:00 PM – 4:30 PM

Special Address

Ambassador Jean-Pierre Thébault, 
Ambassador for the Environment, Ministry of Foreign 
and European Affairs, France 

4:30 PM – 6:00 PM

Session 4: Marine Biodiversity: Vision for the Future 

Chair: Dr. Biliana Cicin-Sain, Co-Chair and Head of 
Secretariat, Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands 

2020 Targets for Biodiversity Protection 

- Raphaël Billé, Programme Director, Biodiversity and 
Adaptation to Climate Change, Institut du Développe-
ment Durable et des Relations Internationales 
(IDDRI), France

The Nagoya Oceans Statement - Renewing Political 
Commitments and Charting the Way Forward

- Salvatore Arico, Biodiversity Specialist, UNESCO Focal
Point for Biodiversity and for Environmental Matters, 
Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences, UNESCO 

- Marjo Vierros, Adjunct Senior Fellow, United Nations 
University Institute of Advanced Studies

Closing Remarks

- Mr. Hiroshi Terashima, Executive Director, Ocean Policy
Research Foundation, Japan 

- Dr. Biliana Cicin-Sain, Co-Chair and Head of Secretariat,
Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands 

Global Forum on Oceans, 
Coasts, and Islands
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Summary of Oceans Day at Nagoya
Prepared by 

Marjo Vierros, United Nations University-Institute of Advanced Studies  
Joseph Appiott, Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands

Opening ceremony
Oceans Day at Nagoya was convened on October 23, 2010,
during the 10th meeting of the Conference of the Parties
(COP-10) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).
Oceans Day at Nagoya followed the successful precedent set
by the first Oceans Day convened in 2009 during the climate
change negotiations in Copenhagen. Oceans Day at Nagoya,
which was co-organized by the Global Forum on Oceans,
Coasts, and Islands, the Government of France, the Secre-
tariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Ocean
Policy Research Foundation, and the Global Environment
Facility, in addition to many other collaborators, was the
first-ever Oceans Day held at a meeting of the Conference
of the Parties to the CBD.

Oceans Day brought together high-level representatives
from governments, intergovernmental organizations, non-
governmental organizations, and the scientific community
to emphasize the importance of marine and coastal biodi-
versity as a common concern of humankind and essential
for preserving life on Earth. 

The opening ceremony, which featured a number of emi-
nent ocean leaders from around the world, was inaugurated
by Dr. Biliana Cicin-Sain, Head of the Secretariat of the
Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands. Dr. Cicin-Sain
set the scene for the day’s discussions by reflecting on the
need to take stock of progress (or lack thereof) in the
achievement of global biodiversity targets. She highlighted
recent scientific evidence indicating  the growing levels of
human impact on marine biodiversity, and emphasized the
need for a new vision and priority actions for the next
decade, including the mobilization of political will and fi-
nancial commitments to halt marine biodiversity loss and
to establish global representative networks of marine and
coastal protected areas. Excerpts from Dr. Cicin-Sain’s state-
ment can be found below.

Dr. Biliana Cicin-Sain

“The challenge now facing the global
community is to develop a vision and
mobilize the political will and financial
commitments to accelerate progress to
halt marine biodiversity loss and to 

establish global representative networks of marine and coastal
protected areas, in the next decade, 2011-2020. ...  We hope
that this event will help to catalyze action and outline the steps
required to make tangible progress in advancing the marine
biodiversity agenda. ...  We hope that the discussions ema-
nating from today’s panels will contribute to crafting such a vi-
sion for the future. ...  We must do our work with a great sense
of urgency. A changing climate and continued loss of biodi-
versity for land, water, and oceans, is a powerfully negative
combination that threatens our planetary survival and our
human well-being.  The time to act is now, not tomorrow.”

In his opening statement, Mr. Hiroshi Terashima, Executive
Director of the Ocean Policy Research Foundation, reflected
on the importance of biological diversity and ocean 
resources to mankind, including the societal value of scientific
research and pharmaceutical products, among others. He also
noted ongoing efforts in Japan in recent years to create a mod-
ern version of the traditional practice of “satoumi” (“Our sea”
in Japanese), which provides for the conservation of marine
biodiversity and productivity through the combination of
local environmental wisdom derived from centuries of 
experience with the knowledge and technologies of modern
science. The Basic Act on Ocean Policy of Japan, 
enacted in 2007, supports the conservation and sustainable
development of the marine environment and its resources by
providing for Satoumi practices  and other actions towards the
integrated management of ocean and coastal areas. 

Mr. Hiroshi Terashima

“At this Oceans Day at Nagoya, people
from around the world with a deep 
understanding of marine biodiversity 
issues have come together. It is my hope
that through everyone’s active input and

contributions, the problem of marine biodiversity will be
brought to the forefront and begin the process towards adoption
of new targets for conservation of marine biodiversity by the
international community at the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development 2012 (Rio+20).”

Dr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, the Executive Secretary of the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity, thanked the Government of
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Japan for their leadership in the protection of marine biodi-
versity and the people of Nagoya for their gracious hosting
of CBD COP-10. He emphasized the clear interlinkages 
between the well-being of marine biodiversity and that of
our own. In highlighting the unprecedented decline in 
marine biodiversity, he stressed the need to improve 
management efforts and ensure the long-term conservation
and sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity glob-
ally. Dr. Djoghlaf called for urgent action by the Parties to
the CBD to renew their commitments to conserve and 
protect the life of the oceans.

Dr. Ahmed Djoghlaf

“It is appropriate that we are meeting
here to discuss oceans in Japan, a land
that is so connected with its surrounding
water. This will be the beginning of a
tradition where we will meet to discuss

the importance of addressing impacts on marine and coastal
biodiversity, and we hope to have another Oceans Day at the
next CBD COP in India [in 2011].”

Ambassador Ronald Jumeau, Permanent Representative of
Seychelles to the United Nations, spoke on the importance
of marine biodiversity to the people of the small island 
developing States (SIDS), explaining the many ways in
which their lives are interconnected with the sea. He em-
phasized that, without oceans, the economies, cultures and
spiritual lives of island people would cease to exist. He ex-
pressed his concern about recent signs that oceans are sick
and growing worse, such as the massive coral bleaching cur-
rently taking place in the Indo-Pacific. He also discussed the
growing fear caused by rising seas and extreme weather
events, and pleaded for help from COP-10 to save our seas.

Ambassador Ronald Jumeau

“As in many SIDS, without the oceans 
we are nothing; our economy would 
collapse and we would be a failed state.
The oceans feed us and are our main
source of protein. The oceans are our

children’s playground. The oceans soothe us when we are 
worried. It is the favorite pastime of our people to gaze over the
ocean and look over the surf. ...  However, we are now beginning
to fear our oceans, as it seems to be getting angrier; extreme
weather events, abnormal high tides, salt water is intruding 
into our coastal agriculture and water tables. And slowly, but
surely, they will rise to cover the land and force us to flee. And
when we are not fearing the oceans, we are worrying about them,
just as you worry about a friend or family member who is 
ill. ...  When I go home [to the Seychelles] from New York 
to wash away the troubles of being a diplomat, rather than 
being soothed and calm, I am worried by what I see.”

Mr. Shoichi Kondo, Senior Vice-Minister of the Environment
of Japan, stressed the dependence of Japanese people on the

utilization of marine resources, and the need for countries to
collaborate globally to conserve the biodiversity of the seas
for future generations. 

Mr. Shoichi Kondo

“As an island country surrounded by the
sea on all sides, Japan is dependent on
the utilization of marine resources. 
Benefits of the ocean that we receive are
not limited to the direct resources such

as foods, but also essential as the source of culture. Being as
one of the highest seafood-consuming countries ever, Japan
considers it important to hand down marine biodiversity to 
the next generation. In this context, we will commit to cooper-
ating with other countries to find the best way for the conser-
vation of marine biodiversity and its sustainable and wise 
use on a global scale.“

Mr. Jean Lemire, Ambassador for the Green Wave for Biodi-
versity Initiative, joined the opening ceremony to highlight
the initiative's efforts to raise awareness and support youth
education on the importance of biodiversity.

Summary of panels

Following the opening ceremony, Oceans Day at Nagoya 
featured four sessions of panel discussions comprised of
ocean experts from around the world. These experts 
provided scientific evidence on the current state of biodi-
versity, and shared experiences about local and regional 
efforts that had proven effective in reducing the continuing
loss of biodiversity in marine and coastal areas. The four 
sessions of panel discussions focused on the following issues:

• Progress Made in Achieving Reduction of Biodiversity
Loss and Establishing Networks of Marine Protected
Areas

• Moving Towards an Integrated, Ecosystem-Based 
Approach to Marine Biodiversity Conservation in Areas
Within and Beyond National Jurisdiction

• Moving Forward on Achieving Major International
Goals for Biodiversity and Marine Protected Areas

• Marine Biodiversity: Vision for the Future

Highlights from the panels are presented below.

The current status of biodiversity and 
networks of marine protected areas

The Jakarta Mandate on Marine and Coastal Biodiversity,
adopted at the Ministerial Segment at the second meeting
of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity in 1995, has been instrumental in 
focusing significant attention on the need to protect and
conserve marine and coastal biodiversity. However, recent
assessments show that, despite local and regional successes,
the Jakarta Mandate has not been adequately implemented
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at the global level. As a result, many marine species and 
sensitive marine ecosystems still face significant threats to
their long-term health and well-being. Oceans Day provides
an opportunity to take stock of why biodiversity in the
oceans and coasts continues to decline.

Biodiversity loss is caused by a number of anthropogenic driv-
ers that include pollution, unsustainable fishing, 
climate change and shipping (particularly as a source of 
invasive alien species). These pressures are, in general, 
predicted to either persist or increase in the future, as 50% of
the world’s population is expected to live in coastal areas by
2015 and impacts due to climate change are likely to grow.
Some of the drivers of biodiversity loss are being 
addressed to a certain extent. The new Ballast Water Conven-
tion, once more widely implemented, may result in a decline
in pressures on biodiversity caused by invasive alien species.
However, without management intervention, other drivers
are expected to increase, resulting in species extinctions and
decline in biodiversity in all regions. Climate change is also
predicted to have adverse impacts on marine biodiversity. 

There have been various efforts 
internationally to advance protec-
tion and management of marine
biodiversity, including community-
based management of coastal 
waters, engagement of the highest
level of political leadership in 
addressing marine biodiversity is-

sues, and more effective dialogue between the scientific
community and policymakers. Initiatives such as the Mi-
cronesia Challenge, the Caribbean Challenge and the Coral
Triangle Initiative have demonstrated the power of regional
efforts, while approaches such as marine spatial planning
present many opportunities for the consideration and 
increased participation of all ocean stakeholders in the man-
agement of ocean and coastal resources. Many of these
management efforts have resulted in successes locally, 
regionally and, in some cases, globally.

The global system of marine and coastal protected areas
(MCPAs) has experienced a 150% increase from the statistics
reported in 2003, with approximately 1.17% of the oceans
now protected. Coastal areas enjoy a greater degree of pro-
tection, with 2.86 % of exclusive economic zones and
4.32% of continental shelves protected. A few large MPCAs
have accounted for the greatest increase in coverage over
the last five years. At the same time, there has also been an
increase in smaller, community-based marine managed
areas in many regions. However, the present MCPA system
is not representative of all types of ecosystems, with many
coastal habitats, such as shellfish reefs, and pelagic, deep
water and meso-pelagic (mid-water) areas still unprotected
or under-protected.

While this positive growth in MCPAs is encouraging, it may
not yet be sufficient to reach the 2012 targets set by the CBD

and the World Summit on Sus-
tainable Development, unless ef-
forts to designate new areas are
greatly accelerated. At the same
time, social and equity issues re-
lated to MCPAs have not been suf-
ficiently addressed, and
communities often do not see
themselves as equal partners in the
establishment and management of MCPAs. Management ef-
fectiveness also often leaves much to be desired, and many
protected areas still remain paper parks, offering little in the
way of actual protection. Higher MCPA targets will be mean-
ingless unless issues related to governance and management
are sufficiently addressed.

There have also been many advances in the availability of 
policy-relevant science. Initiatives, such as the Census of 
Marine Life, and efforts at improving ocean observation
through floating buoys (such as Argos floats), underwater ob-
serving systems, bio-logging science and satellite remote sens-
ing have greatly increased our understanding of 
biodiversity, the movements of species, as well as the oceano-
graphic processes that influence the distribution of biodiver-
sity in the oceans. Many knowledge gaps still remain,
however, and these gaps often correspond with biodiversity
hot spots, particularly in tropical areas. Biodiversity hot spots
have also been shown to overlap with areas that experience a
high level of stress from human activities, increasing the 
urgency of the need for improved coordination and manage-
ment, information exchange and availability, capacity build-
ing and training of developing country scientists.

Ecosystem-based management within and 
beyond national jurisdiction

The implementation of integrated ecosystem-based 
management is challenging, and requires a high degree of
collaboration between various sectors and levels of govern-
ment. Dr. Jihyun Lee, who chaired the panel, noted that the
challenges facing the implementation of integrated, ecosys-
tem-based governance and man-
agement can vary considerably
from region to region and that
these challenges can be even more
acute in areas beyond national ju-
risdiction. Additional challenges
are presented by the complex 3-di-
mensional nature of the oceans,
and the lack of scientific knowl-
edge, particularly about many remote habitats and species
of the deep sea and open ocean areas. These challenges
make governance, as well as surveillance and enforcement,
more difficult. 

Addressing these challenges requires the implementation of
ocean management on multiple scales in an ecosystem con-
text. At the large ecosystem scale, management will need to

Jihyun Lee
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address entire ocean regions and seascapes, requiring a high
degree of cooperation between nations. One example of such
cooperation is provided by the Coral Triangle Initiative, where
countries have come together to provide for increased protec-
tion for an area that possesses a large amount biodiversity, with
significant socio-economic value, and is also highly threatened
by climate change and other human impacts.

A special case requiring management on a large ecosystem
scale is presented by the 64% of the oceans that lie beyond
the national jurisdiction of coastal States. These areas face
pressures from intensifying human uses and emerging ac-
tivities, climate change and ocean acidification. Yet, they
are the least studied and least protected areas on the planet.
Much progress has been made within the CBD to establish
the scientific basis for future efforts towards managing im-
pacts on these areas, for example, through the adoption of
criteria for identifying ecologically and biologically signifi-
cant areas (EBSAs). The adoption of the criteria provided for
the creation of an international scientific partnership
known as the Global Ocean Biodiversity Initiative (GOBI),
which assists the CBD Parties in compiling the best avail-
able scientific data and analytical tools that will assist them
in identifying EBSAs.

There is also a growing recognition of the need to create 
cohesive and coordinated advisory bodies to provide legiti-
mate, non-partisan and integrated scientific advice for
oceans management. This advice can be provided as part of
the Regular Process established by the United Nations 
General Assembly, Intergovernmental Platform on Biodi-
versity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), as well as in the con-
text of environmental impact assessments that are vital for
conserving biodiversity. While governance issues relating to

marine areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction still
remain to be addressed, mechanisms for providing scien-
tific advice are largely in place. For the advice to be acted
upon, governance will need to become a priority, and may
require the implementation of multi-objective marine spa-
tial planning. In the long term, it may become necessary to
establish fully-fledged regional oceans management organ-
izations to address all ocean uses as well as the impacts of
climate change.

Management of coastal areas has generally been undertaken
at the local level, and scaling up successful coastal manage-

ment efforts is important for improved implementation of
the ecosystem approach, as is sufficient funding, public ed-
ucation and awareness, and the exchange of knowledge and
experiences. The participants at Oceans Day heard a num-
ber of examples of local community-based management
and outreach activities that had been successful in 
fostering stewardship of coastal areas and resources. These
included the Citizen of the Ocean passports issued by the
World Ocean Network and a guidebook for the general 
public on sustainable seafood distributed in Japan. In Brazil,
a network of community-based sustainable marine man-
agement areas have proven a viable alternative to tradi-
tional top-down marine protected areas, and have brought
benefits to both biodiversity and communities. In Japan,
the many pilot projects implementing the “satoumi” ap-
proach to management have proven successful in restoring
ecosystems and resources. In general, the presenters high-
lighted the need for management activities to provide ben-
efits for communities. For example, community-based
marine managed areas have often been successful in gener-
ating higher income from tourism and fishing, and thus in-
creasing the social resilience of communities.

In his special address, Dr. Thomas Lovejoy, Biodiversity
Chair at the Heinz Center for Science, Economics, and the
Environment, spoke on the results of the Third Global Bio-
diversity Outlook, which outlines startling trends in global
biodiversity loss and rapidly approaching “tipping points”
for irreversible environmental degradation.

Dr. Thomas Lovejoy

“We cannot ignore or downplay the
importance of the marine environ-
ment. ... It’s time to pay attention to
the signals of the living planet. We
need to embrace the future of a
healthy living planet and manage it in

a constructive and proactive way. The GBO-3 has an impor-
tant message: it is time, long overdue, to take action. Action
taken over the next decade will determine whether the ecosys-
tem services on which human civilization has depended for
the past 10,000 years will continue beyond this century.”

Achieving major international goals 
for biodiversity and MPAs

The Oceans Day participants reiterated the need for leader-
ship and political commitment from governments if inter-
national goals related to marine and coastal biodiversity are
to be achieved. Also discussed was the need for long-term
investment in effective and sustainable institutions and pro-
grams. Panelists also highlighted ongoing initiatives to scale
up efforts  the management and protection of biodiversity.
The Pacific Oceanscape Framework, adopted by 15 Heads of
States from the South Pacific region at the Pacific Forum in
August of 2010, calls on all stakeholders to collaborate for
more effective management of the Pacific Ocean, including
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identification and protection of the most important areas
for marine biodiversity, and sustainable and effective man-
agement of fisheries stocks. PEMSEA (Partnership in 
Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia) in East
Asia provides another example of scaling up practical expe-
rience in integrated coastal management. PEMSEA is work-
ing to expand and apply the experience gained over the last
15 years through efforts such as marine spatial planning and
public-private partnerships.

Achieving international goals and targets will also require
shifting the focus from sectoral economic development ob-
jectives to resource management or community well-being
goals. For example, Pacific islanders have been using bans
and restrictions (tapus), which are imposed by community
leaders and enforced by traditional fines, over areas or stocks
that are in decline or threatened long before biodiversity be-
came a household name. In strengthening ocean gover-
nance, it is important to build on local systems and
approaches that work in a given social and cultural context,
taking into account traditional practices where those exist.

Hon. Jérôme Bignon

“What do you need to achieve an
ecosystem approach, an integrated
management of the sea and coastal
zone? It cannot only be good concepts
and goodwill from stakeholders. We
need legal frameworks, we need cross-

sectoral governance, and we need enforcement of the decisions
made. ... We also need capacity building, as it concerns civil
servants as well as politicians and private actors.”

Jérôme Bigon, Chairman of the French Coastal Conservancy
and of the French Marine Protected Areas Agency, delivered
a special address highlighting the need to improve public
awareness, support scientific research, and expand the use
of marine protected areas in pursuit of international biodi-
versity targets.

Panelists also addressed the need to develop more effective
links between climate change and ocean biodiversity. 
Climate change in many coastal countries and small island
States is not just an environmental issue, but an issue with
immense social, economic and moral dimensions and 
national security implications. Funding must be made 
available to support efforts to improve marine conservation
and develop initiatives aimed at enhancing the resiliency of
marine ecosystems and resources to the impacts of climate
change. At the same time, there is also a need to increase the
resilience of coastal communities to climate change impacts.
Adaptation measures may be piloted at the community
level, and linkages established between climate change 
adaptation and integrated coastal management.

Christophe Lefebvre, who chaired the panel, highlighted the
need to designate marine sites of international importance
through a clearly outlined international process, employ

web-based tools for communication, education, training and
public awareness, and develop regional networks of MPAs
practitioners, among other recommendations.

More reliable and expanded information and data is essential
to ensure effective management and conservation of biodi-
versity in the oceans. Oceans Day participants urged govern-
ments, NGOs, partners and donors to support focused and
targeted research to enable better priority setting and long
term management. On a global scale, better information for
biodiversity management will likely become available through
the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosys-
tem Services (IPBES), which would perform regular and timely
policy-relevant assessments of biodiversity and ecosystem 
services at global, regional and sub-regional scales. Scientific
information specific to the oceans could be made available
through the continuation of the Census of Marine Life
(COML) through Census 2020, which would integrate the var-
ious successful approaches tested during the first phase of the
COML to further collect information about biodiversity in the
oceans, expand baseline information, track trends and
changes, and utilize available tools to improve management
efforts. Other potentially useful tools for strengthening the 
information base include the UN Regular Process and the
IUCN Red List. The importance of scientific information and
monitoring for adaptive and responsive management was 
illustrated through a case study from Shiretoko Natural World
Heritage Site in Hokkaido, Japan.

In his special address, Ambassador Jean-Pierre Thébault,
French Ambassador for the Environment, spoke on the need
to develop synergies between national, regional, and interna-
tional initiatives for the protection of marine biodiversity.

Ambassador 
Jean-Pierre Thebault

“I wish to make an appeal; a call to
the delegates, representatives, NGOs
and actors of the marine world.
[The] CBD provides an opportunity
to make significant progress in the

field of biodiversity conservation, but also in the collaborative
management of marine resources. What we do, how we will be-
have in the negotiations won’t be confined to these rooms.
Thanks to you, NGOs, it will be widely known who will have
been favorable or obstructive. Agreeing on strong commitments
on oceans in this COP 10 will launch a new impetus. The man-
date of the CBD is an essential contribution to international
governance provided by the United Nations. ... Let’s not miss
this unique opportunity.”

A vision for the future

The participants of Oceans Day presented their ideas for a way
forward in achieving major international goals for marine bio-
diversity. Many of the presenters touched on the need to ac-
celerate efforts to establish marine protected areas in the
context of sustainable ecosystem-based management over the
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broader ocean environment. The importance of providing for
sectoral mainstreaming through approaches such as marine
spatial planning and environmental impact assessment was
also highlighted. A number of presentations focused on the
urgent need for countries to cooperate in protecting biodiver-
sity in marine areas beyond national jurisdiction, both in the
context of existing regional instruments, and through
strengthening the implementation of UNCLOS and other
global instruments. Raising awareness and appreciation of the
true values of marine biodiversity in supporting human life
and livelihoods was identified as being central to all activities
outlining the way forward. 

During the time when Oceans Day in Nagoya was held, COP-
10 was in the process of discussing the achievement of the
2010 biodiversity targets, as well as future targets for the year
2020. These targets, whether they had been attained or not,
had been successful in raising awareness about biodiversity,
legitimizing the concerns surrounding biodiversity loss in the
policy arena, generating increased funding efforts towards
biodiversity protection, and strengthening the information
base. It was noted that future targets should be grounded in
science and policy, and that they would need to provide a
strategic basis for action towards the conservation and sus-
tainable use of marine biodiversity.

It was also noted that in elaborating on the way forward, it is
useful to take a step back and reflect on what has previously
transpired. In the context of the CBD, the Jakarta Mandate 
on Marine and Coastal Biodiversity provided a basis upon
which further action to conserve biodiversity in the oceans
and coasts was built. The Jakarta Mandate was a purely politi-
cal statement, which was based on the needs, aspirations, and
expectations of ministers and heads of state. As such, it pro-
vided the political will that triggered a great deal of important
work in the context of the CBD, including the development of

a programme of work on marine and coastal biodiversity.
However, fifteen years have passed since the adoption of
Jakarta Mandate, and there is now a need for a renewed, high
level political commitment to marine biodiversity, that will as-
sist future management action, scientific assessment and ca-
pacity building.

Marjo Vierros spoke on the need to ensure that future priority
actions for the protection and preservation of marine biodi-
versity be guided by the ecosystem approach, the precaution-
ary approach, and the best available science, especially in light
of the high level of interconnectedness of marine ecosystems.

Salvatore Arico discussed the critical interlinkages between sci-
ence and policy, highlighting the need for science to be policy
relevant. He also stressed the need for an enabling policy
framework to facilitate future assessments of the marine envi-
ronment and capacity building efforts.

The Co-Chairs of the meeting put forward the Nagoya Oceans
Statement (found at the end of this report), which incorpo-
rates a vision for the next ten years of conservation and 
sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity.

Marjo Vierros and Salvatore Arico
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Call to Governments Participating in the CBD
COP-10 Ministerial Process

The high-level government representatives gathered at the
CBD COP-10 Ministerial Process, in addition to stakehold-
ers from all relevant sectors, are kindly invited to:

TAKE INTO ACCOUNT the discussions emanating from the
Oceans Day at Nagoya;

REAFFIRM the critical importance of marine and coastal
biodiversity as a common concern of humankind and as 
essential to preserving life on Earth;

COMMIT to accelerating their efforts towards protecting
marine and coastal biodiversity, improving the scientific
basis for management and implementation of marine and
coastal protected areas (MCPAs), and other priority actions
outlined in this Statement;

ENCOURAGE the establishment of the Intergovernmental
Platform for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)
and coordinate its work with the UN Regular Process for
Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine
Environment;

SUPPORT the continuation of the CBD’s work on the 
identification of marine areas of biological and ecological
significance;

CONSIDER the priority actions outlined in this Statement in
the negotiations taking place at COP 10, in particular, 
discussions on a renewed CBD programme of work on ma-
rine and coastal biodiversity, an agreement on access and
benefit-sharing, the CBD Strategic Plan for 2011-2020, and
financing for conservation and sustainable use efforts;

REKINDLE the political will and commitment of resources
to halt marine biodiversity loss, restore degraded marine 
habitats, and to establish global representative and resilient
networks of marine and coastal protected areas, in the next
decade, 2011-2020;

CALL for a new process of setting new marine and coastal
biodiversity targets at the UN Conference on Sustainable 
Development 2012 (Rio+20) and at the CBD COP 11 in
2012 in order to move the marine biodiversity agenda 
forward.

Background

The Oceans Day at Nagoya brought together participants
from all sectors of the global oceans community--gov-
ernments, international organizations, nongovernmen-
tal organizations, and scientific entities.

The Oceans Day at Nagoya built on the discussions on
marine and coastal biodiversity held at the Global Oceans
Conference 2010, at UNESCO, Paris, May 3-7, 2010, or-
ganized by the Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Is-
lands, the Government of France, the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission, UNESCO, and 67 other col-
laborating organizations, and involving 850 participants
from 80 countries, including heads of state and other
high-level participants. The Global Oceans Conference,
highlighted the importance of protecting and preserving
marine and coastal biodiversity and sensitive marine and
coastal habitats, and emphasized the need to:

• Emphasize the importance of marine and coastal
biodiversity as a common concern of humankind
and essential for preserving life on Earth

• Further advance and apply the knowledge of serv-
ices and values provided by marine and coastal 
biodiversity to humankind and poverty reduction;

• Explore the synergies between scientific informa-
tion and assessments, including socioeconomic 
dimensions and trade-offs, ensuring that the 
management and conservation of marine and
coastal biodiversity is representative of a broad 
set of interests and perspectives;

• Provide opportunities for building capacity across
sectors and nations, incorporating a range of
knowledge systems into marine conservation 
and management;

• Advance the creation of representative networks 
of marine and coastal protected areas (MCPAs) in
the context of the ecosystem approach;
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• Further develop and implement methodologies 
to assess and address the cumulative impacts of
human activities on the marine environment and
ecosystems, including integrated coastal zone
management and marine spatial planning tools;

• Reinforce the interactions between the scientific
community and governments through mecha-
nisms such as the establishment of an IPBES to
promote exchange between scientists and policy-
makers, similar to the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), with appropriate coordi-
nation with the Regular Process for Global Report-
ing and Assessment of the State of the Marine
Environment under the United Nations

The Jakarta Mandate:  
Assessment of Status and Prospects for 
Marine and Coastal Biodiversity

The Jakarta Mandate on Marine and Coastal Biodiversity,
adopted at the Ministerial Segment at the second meeting
of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity in 1995, has been instrumental in 
focusing significant attention on the need to protect and
conserve marine and coastal biodiversity. However, many
marine species and sensitive marine ecosystems still face
significant threats to their long-term health and well-
being, as outlined by the following:

• The Global MCPA network is not ecologically 
representative and offers inadequate protection to
a number of sensitive ecosystems in coastal and
ocean areas, including deep-sea habitats;

• Coral reefs, wetlands, mangroves, seagrass commu-
nities, and other valuable marine and coastal
ecosystems are facing increasing pressures and are
being degraded at a rapid rate;

• Globally, dead zones (oxygen-depleted zones) are
increasing in coastal and marine areas due to the
impacts of marine and land-based pollution;

• Climate change impacts, which are predicted to 
increase in the future, have significant implica-
tions for marine and coastal biodiversity and will
serve to exacerbate the negative impacts of other 
harmful human activities;

• There is scientific evidence that the effectiveness of
the physical and biological pumps in the oceans,
which mitigate global warming by absorbing excess
carbon emissions, is being compromised;

• Deep-sea and open ocean habitats, such as
seamounts and undersea canyons, are facing in-
creasing threats from bottom trawling and other
destructive fishing practices, unsustainable fishing
and IUU fishing, mineral exploitation, and other
human activities.

Notwithstanding, some progress has been made in 
addressing drivers of biodiversity loss and establishing
MCPAs, particularly in coastal areas. These positive trends
and success stories indicate progress towards the achieve-
ment of the 2012 MCPA target and the 2010 biodiversity
target in relation to certain species and ecosystems and
can be looked to for best practices.

The challenge now facing the global community is to 
develop a vision and mobilize the political will and 
financial commitments to accelerate progress to halt 
marine biodiversity loss and to establish global represen-
tative networks of marine and coastal protected areas, in
the next decade, 2011-2020.

A Vision for the Future 2011-2020

The Nagoya Oceans Statement reaffirms the long-term 
vision put forward in the CBD Elaborated Programme of
Work on Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity (decision
VII/5, Annex 1) to halt the loss of marine and coastal 
biological diversity nationally, regionally and globally, 
restore degraded marine habitats, and secure the capacity of
the oceans to continue to provide goods and services, and
supports subsequent updates and decisions related to its
implementation.

In accordance with decisions IV/5 and VII/5, the Nagoya
Oceans Statement recognizes that all activities under-
taken towards their implementation shall be guided by:

• The ecosystem approach

• The precautionary approach

• The best available science, including the scientific,
technical and technological knowledge of local
and indigenous communities

The Nagoya Oceans Statement reaffirms the Jakarta 
Mandate, which referred to a new global consensus on
the importance of marine and coastal biodiversity. How-
ever, recognizing that fifteen years have passed since the
adoption of the Jakarta Mandate, and that new drivers of
biodiversity loss and new scientific research have led the
global community to further develop and refine 
approaches to the conservation and sustainable use of 
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marine and coastal biodiversity, it is essential to highlight
the importance of:

• Accelerating efforts to establish representative 
networks of MCPAs consistent with international
law and based on scientific information, with 
particular attention to addressing gaps in the 
current global system of MCPAs, including for
deep-sea and open ocean areas, taking into 
account lessons learned from establishment of
MCPAs in various countries, including the 
creation and/or designation of dedicated 
entities charged to carry out this function;

• Undertaking the establishment of MCPAs in the
broader context of marine spatial planning and 
integrated marine and coastal area management
(IMCAM) at various levels, which will provide for
the integration of biodiversity objectives into 
sectoral and development programmes;

• Developing regional transboundary cooperation,
building on existing regional bodies, for example,
regional seas agreements, in the context of the
ecosystem approach, for establishing marine 
conservation connectivity within coherent 
and resilient MCPA networks;

• Addressing cumulative impacts of human activities
on the marine environment through the applica-
tion of environmental impact assessment (EIA) 
and strategic environmental assessment (SEA);

• Developing and implementing priority actions
that enhance the contribution of marine and
coastal ecosystems to climate change mitigation
and adaptation, including maintaining the capac-
ity of oceans to store carbon and strengthening
the resilience of marine and coastal systems to the
impacts of climate change and ocean acidification;

• Recognizing the special importance of marine 
biodiversity in SIDS and developing nations and
the need to build capacity to address threats to 
biodiversity in these areas;

• Improving engagement of all ocean stakeholders,
including indigenous and local communities, in
the conservation and sustainable use of biodiver-
sity, including through capacity building and the
integration of socio-economic and cultural 
considerations and traditional knowledge 
into management frameworks;

• Integrating communication, education and public
awareness-raising into biodiversity protection
strategies to encourage stewardship of marine and
coastal biodiversity in current and future genera-
tions and, thus, to contribute to meeting the ob-
jectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity.
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  About the Global Forum on
Oceans, Coasts, and Islands
The Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands
was first mobilized in 2001 to help the world’s 

governments highlight issues related to oceans, coasts, and
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) on the agenda of the 2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), and was
later formalized at the WSSD in Johannesburg. The Global
Forum is a response to perceived needs:

• for fostering cross-sectoral dialogue on ocean issues among
governments, NGOs, international organizations, and the
private and scientific sectors

• for constant advocacy for oceans at the highest 
political levels

•  for taking an ecosystem-based and integrated approach to
oceans governance at national, regional, and global levels

Since 2001, the Global Forum has involved ocean experts rep-
resenting all sectors from 105 countries to advance the global
oceans agenda by: 1) promoting the implementation of inter-
national agreements related to oceans, coasts, and SIDS, 
especially the goals emanating from the 2002 WSSD; 2) analyz-
ing new emerging issues such as improving the governance
regime for ocean areas beyond national jurisdiction and ad-
dressing the impacts of climate change; and 3) promoting 
international consensus-building on unresolved ocean issues.

The Global Oceans Conferences provide the major opportunity
for all sectors of the global oceans community-- governments,
international agencies, nongovernmental organizations, indus-
try, and scientific groups-- to address the major policy issues af-
fecting the oceans at global, regional, and national levels and to
make progress in advancing the global oceans agenda.

The Global Forum has organized five Global Conferences (in
2001, 2003, 2006, and 2010 at UNESCO in Paris and in 2008 in
Hanoi, Vietnam); co-organized the Global Ocean Policy Day
with the Government of Indonesia during the World Ocean
Conference 2009; organized the Oceans Day at Copenhagen
during the UNFCCC climate negotiations in December 2009;
organized the Ocean Policy Summit in Lisbon in 2005 docu-
menting experiences with integrated oceans governance in
countries and regions around the world; prepared a number of
“report cards” on the implementation of the WSSD ocean tar-
gets and of the 1994 Barbados Programme of Action for SIDS; 
reports on ocean issues in island states; reports on capacity 
development needs on ocean and coastal management in 
different world regions; and provided a series of Internet infor-
mation services, including periodic newsletters.

In late 2006, the Global Forum began a strategic planning effort
in collaboration with governments, United Nations agencies,
NGOs, industry, and scientific groups, to advance the global
oceans agenda over the ten-year period to 2016. Twelve Multi-
national Expert Working Groups, involving 254 experts from
72 countries, are considering the major global oceans issues,
identifying strategic opportunities for advancing the global
goal/target in the next decade, and recommending priority 
action steps for implementation by national and international
decisionmakers.

See http://www.globaloceans.org
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